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FCBHA Mission:  To enrich lives by providing choice and access to resources  

that encourage hope, independence and recovery. 
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This seasonôs newsletter starts at the beginning with news on Early Interven-

tion (EI) in Fayette County.    For those unfamiliar, EI consists of services 

and supports for children who may be experiencing developmental delays.  It 

is a process that promotes collaboration among parents, service providers 

and others who are involved with the child.  Upon determination of a need 

for Early Intervention, services and supports are provided at no cost to fami-

lies.   

An important component of EI is the Local Interagency Coordinating Coun-

cil (LICC), a coalition of professionals who work together with families.  

The LICC sponsors special events, trainings, and workshops throughout the 

year for families currently receiving services for their pre-school child.  The 

most recent meeting was held on Friday, September 9, 2016 at FCBHA.  

Families and providers in attendance had the opportunity to see a presenta-

tion by  Karen Knight of accessAbilities, Inc. on Early Learning Standards.  

With a record number of attendees, both the family members and profession-

als had an opportunity to network and gain important knowledge and under-

standing of child development.  If you would like more information about 

LICC and/or Early Intervention, please see the brochure at http://

www.fcbha.org/PDF/EI_Services_2016.pdf,  You can also call (724) 430-

1370 and ask for an Early Intervention Supervisor.   The next meeting of the 

LICC will be November 15th from 5:00ð7:00 PM. 

http://www.fcbha.org/
http://www.fcbha.org/PDF/EI_Services_2016.pdf
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On August 28th around 8 PM, rain began to fall fast and furious over the mountain above Connellsville and all 

around the town.  Water thundered down with no place to go at the bottom so as to create a torrent of water 

through streets and homes.  The four inches of rain that fell in one hour caused widespread flooding and devasta-

tion to homes, roads, businesses, churches, and schools within the community.  It all happened so quickly that 

some were even trapped in buildings or along the road in fear of how horrific their circumstances.  But when it  

finally stopped, there were no deaths and few injuriesé.a silver lining in a very big, black cloud.   

 

The morning light brought bewilderment, shock, and the realization that so many had lost so much.   People 

walked through their neighborhood in utter amazement of what they saw.  But in addition to the change in the 

landscape, they saw that many were there to help them put the pieces of their lives back together.  Help was every-

where!  Like so many incidents of adversity, this would bring out the best in local residents and all of Fayette 

County with many making donations of time, supplies, and money to help the victims of this terrible event 

 

Those affected by the Connellsville Flood of 2016 will likely always remember the many local businesses, church-

es, friends, family and neighbors who came immediately to help them.  Among them was the Fayette County Dis-

aster-Crisis Outreach Referral Team (DCORT).  DCORT is a team of well-trained individuals that provide 

emergency mental health services in the aftermath of a disaster or traumatic event in the community. The team 

works closely with emergency management agencies as needed.  They were on hand in Connellsville early after 

the devastation and helped with the overall effort providing special emphasis on helping anyone who might be 

distraught and/or feeling overwhelmed by the events taking place.   

 

The direction Connellsville and itôs citizens has taken in the face of adversity deserves applause.  As they move 

into the recovery phase, things may have slowed down but there is still much to be done.  To those who have 

experienced loss, the hope is that they are back in their homes living normal lives as soon as possible.  At this 

time, Monetary and Gift Card donations would be of most benefit to both the victims and the Red Cross who 

has established a hotline for them.  Please call the Red Cross to register for aid or make donations at (412) 491-

4247. 

 

According to Mel Schwartz, LCSW, a crisis is an event or circumstance, which we didn't choose and certainly did-

n't want. It often involves loss, pain or struggle. We ordinarily avoid this experience at all costs. Yet, the crisis pro-

vides a valuable opportunity. It is as if a tornado has swept in and when we open our eyes, everything has changed. 

The maelstrom placed us well beyond the bounds of the known. We typically find ourselves wanting desperately 

to get back inside the comfort of the known. But the crisis precludes that option. There is no going back. And that 

is where the opportunity lies.  Whether we choose to freeze in the panic of loss and focus on retreat or whether 

we settle in, create a new mindscape and inquire as to the potential of the new territory, is ultimately the question. 

The former presents anxiety and retreat, the latter evokes growth. He suggests that crisis in most forms represent 

unique opportunity for personal emergence. The gift that the crisis provides is that it moves us decidedly out of 

our familiar zone.  Crisis is a turning point at  which the direction we turn is of our choosing. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/anxiety
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